
“Save Our Pensions” -- Action Plan – IEA Representative Assembly – 
March 15 through March 17, 2012 – Hilton Chicago – 745 South Michigan. 

This is a fluid Document. It is in transition. Please offer suggestions. “We” 
(retired and active pension activists) are attempting to help focus even 
more IEA efforts and resources on the pension crisis.  The IEA RA sets 
IEA’s organizational priorities. In order to influence the setting of those 
priorities -- we need to present proposals to the 1100 delegates in the 
assembly hall.  In order to get more IEA resources re-directed to the 
pension fight -- we need to get a majority of those 1100 delegates to vote –
YES on our proposals.  That can be difficult but given what is at stake we 
think it essential we enter the Robert’s Rules of Order Jungle of 
Parliamentary Procedure that is the IEA RA and fight the fight!   

Item 1.  There is an item in the IEA budget that puts about half a million 
dollars ($5 per member dues increase) into a ‘media and pension crisis 
fund’.  This is good! It gives the IEA more resources to fight for our 
pensions.  We are urging delegates to vote -- YES on the 2013 budget (and 
therefore YES on the increase to the media & pension fund increase.  and 
this item.  The Budget vote is often difficult because it raises dues and few 
people want to pay more dues – it is not an easy vote!  We will resist any 
move to reduce or eliminate the ‘media and pension crisis’ fund. We will 
develop a floor strategy to make all this happen! 

Item 2.  We will orchestrate an effort to amend the budget and add some 
dollars to the ‘media and pension crisis’ fund to provide IEA with more 
resources to use to fight for our pensions.  More of a dues increase will not 
be popular!  We will have to fight for it – we will have to line up a coalition 
beyond our 16 retired delegates!  

Item 3.  New Business Item # 1 – Graduated Income Tax proposal -- This 
NBI makes the graduated income tax project an IEA priority. We will Vote 
YES and actively support! 

Item 4.  NBI # 2 – IPACE Increase $10.  This action increases the ‘every 
member contribution’ to IEA’s Political Action fund – IPACE.  A YES vote 
gives IPACE another million dollars to help protect and elect pro-pension 
legislators. A Yes vote will ask every IEA Members for more ten more 
dollars – never an easy vote!  We will urge a YES vote and argue for the 
increase! 



Item 5. We will move to amend to the $10 dollar IPACE increase -- UP!   

Rational: Our enemies are many and they have deep, deep pockets.  We 
have never faced such attacks – IEA needs more resources to fight the 
civic federation and Speaker Madigan. There are risks – we could turn off 
delegates but the IEA needs more organizational resources for the pension 
crisis – we think it worth the risk!!  

Item 6. NBI “X” -- How much is Your Pension Worth NBI? 

  The RA directs that a onetime 2013 special assessment of $100 (50% of 
that for ESP and P.T. members) be assessed all members.  These extra 
monies would be used to protect IEA Members Pensions. It would be 
intended (but not be limited to) – Media, Lobbying help, Communications 
help, Expansion of Grass Roots Political Action, Legal and accounting 
expertise --resources to level the playing field in the battle with the Civic 
Federation and “Illinois is Broke”. The IEA Executive committee would be 
charged with authorizing the plans to protect our pensions that would utilize 
these special funds to defend member’s pensions in the current and 2013 
Legislative Session. Money not used to further the fight to preserve our 
pension would be used to lower dues in 2013-14. 

Maker: Rosenthal -- Second: Haisman 

Rational.  We need serious money to combat the Pension Crisis. How 
much is saving your pension worth?  How much would you pay to save 
your pension?  We are fighting multiple foes on a number of different fronts. 
THE IEA needs resources to counter very real threats.   

Item 7. NBI  “Y” - The RA Board of Directors to create and make available 
to all members an opt-in, password protected electronic system, accessible 
through the IEA web page, where members can contact other members 
residing in the same legislative and state senate districts for the purposes 
of coordinating back-home lobbying efforts. This system must be operating 
by (a specific date to be determined.) 

Maker: Fred Klonsky; Second:  Haisman 

Rational- Some technical difficulties but allows for IEA members to connect 
for more effective home district Lobbying!  



 

Item 8.  NBI “Z” -- The IEA RA directs the IEA President and IEA-R 
President to open discussions with IFT–R and the Illinois Retired Teachers 
Association to coordinate our lobbying in Springfield as well as ‘Grass 
Roots’ lobbying back home. Also to consult over agendas and pension 
action plans and to make sure our efforts are collaborative not competitive.  
Our goal would be organizational cooperation.  

Maker: Haisman; no second yet!  

Rational … We need to be united in the fight for our pensions.  Let’s begin 
the road toward merger to make sure the enemy we are all fighting is the 
Civic Federation and teacher haters. Our goal would be cooperation not 
a “Cold-War”. 

Item 9. NBI “W” -- The IEA Representative Assembly directs the President 
of the IEA working with Illinois NEA directors and NEA Leadership -- to 
have a series of meetings with senior advisors to The Obama Campaign.  
In that meeting IEA will express the outrage of the teachers of Illinois at the 
Democratic Speaker of the Illinois House of Representatives and the 
Chairman of the Illinois Democratic Party - sponsoring SB 512 – “the 
Teacher Pension Killer”!  Also ‘calling out’ Speaker Madigan’s testifying in 
favor behalf of SB512. The IEA should also express our concern over 
Governor Quinn’s slashing of TRIP and CIP funds. These are the actions of 
a Republican not a Democrat, especially a Democrat who would not be 
governor without our members work and votes.  IEA leadership need to 
deliver the message those actions of Democratic leaders in Illinois will 
make it more difficult for IEA to convince its members to support Democrats 
and President Obama in this most important 2012 election.  

Maker Haisman; no second yet 

Rational.  How long can we allow our union, our members and our 
profession to be attacked by the likes of Machiavellian Mike Madigan?  
Now the Governor we elected -- pays us back by going after retired 
teacher’s health insurance while providing millions of dollars of tax breaks 
to Fat Cat Corporate CEOs.  Perhaps Barack Obama could convince 
Chairman Madigan and Governor Quinn that they are not Republicans but 
Democrats. Teachers are some of the Democratic Party’s most loyal 
friends not enemies!  



  

Item 10. NBI “V” --  The IEA RA direct the IEA Leadership to construct and 
implement a professionally developed -- “No Holds Barred” -- Political and 
Media campaign – including boycotts and civil disobedience (if found 
necessary) -- designed to highlight the hypocrisy and lies of the Chicago 
Civic Committee.  The “No Holds Barred” plan would reveal the true 
mission of the Civic Federation (the destruction of our pension system).  It 
should also turn a spot light on the Civic Federation’s member corporations 
– and CEOs -- who are working against our teacher pensions. 

Maker: Haisman; no second yet  

Rational.   Teaching a once honored profession has been subjected to a 
“Free Fire” Zone of withering criticism and disrespect.  This orchestrated 
propaganda campaign has been directed by teacher hater Ty Fahner and 
his Fat Cat Civic Committee.  It has been a smoke screen so they can 
launch a disinformation campaign against teacher pensions with the aim of 
destroying the TRS.  The Civic Federation has the twin goal of lowering 
their taxes and providing a new market for their individual retirement ponzi 
schemes.    

Item 11. Legislative Platform Amendment –  

The IEA supports the inclusion of a mandatory period of public 
comment/waiting period of several days into the legislative process of the 
Illinois General Assembly. This waiting period should take place between 
the development of the final wording of any bill and the final voting on that 
bill. It should also include the publication of the exact wording of the final 
bill on a public website easily accessible to all Illinois citizens. 

Maker: Sasso; Second: Haisman 

Jim Duffy’s Comments – possible wording change -- The IEA supports the inclusion of a 
mandatory period for public comment/waiting period of several days in the legislative 
process.  Said waiting period should take place between the development of the final 
wording of any bill and the final vote on that bill.  It should also include the publication of 
the exact wording of the final bill on a public website easily accessible to all Illinois citizens 

Jim Duffy’s Logistical Comment-- The IEA supports the inclusion of a mandatory period 
for public comment/waiting period of several days in the legislative process.  Said waiting 
period should take place between the development of the final wording of any bill and the 



final vote on that bill.  It should also include the publication of the exact wording of the 
final bill on a public website easily accessible to all Illinois citizens 

Rationale:  

In March 2010, the General Assembly passed “pension reform” via what 
can only be called “blitz Krieg” legislation.  In less than twelve hours, a 
reform that impacted billions of dollars, and hundreds of thousands of 
people’s lives, and hundreds of Illinois institutions was passed not as a bill 
outright, but as an amendment to an unrelated “shell” bill, thus evading the 
built-in slow down safeguards of the Illinois Constitution.  While many of us 
were furious about its content, we ignored an equally dangerous element of 
the bill – the way in it which it was passed.  The General Assembly must 
never be allowed to do anything like this again! Any citizen of Illinois could 
find legislation that impacts them profoundly passed this way in the blink of 
an eye, without their having a chance to say a word about it.  We as 
teachers and public education employees could wake up one day and find 
our rights to tenure, collective bargaining, or a million other things changed 
in one day, without a chance to say anything about.  We need to close the 
amendment/shell bill loop hole.  This is the first step.   

Item 12. By Law Amendment One – YES VOTE - Sectional 
Representation for IEA-R on the IEA Board –   

Maker -- IEA-R – endorsed by IEA BOD 

(new) Item 13. NBI “T” – Both IPACE and the IEA Executive Committee 
will include a position to include a representative of the IEA Retired Council 
to sit as a non-voting participant in discussions of both bodies.  

Maker Rosenthal; No second yet 

Rationale: As IEA has wanted a seat at the table when bills that affect us 
are created in the legislature, IEA-R would like a seat at the table to 
represent our almost 9,000 members in discussions at IPACE and the IEA 
Executive Committee. 

(new) Item 14. Legislative Platform -- Oppose change in Legislative 
platform that dropped threshold of taxing pensions from social security level 
($107,000) to 150% of state average salary (about $65,000). That’s a more 
than 33% drop in one year where it hasn’t been an issue. As I said last 



year, once you allow it, it will eventually drop to taxation of retirement 
income at all levels ($0 and up!). We should keep what we passed last 
year. 

(new) Item 15. Legislative Platform -- Oppose shifting the state's normal 
costs ($800 million for the TRS pension) to the school districts.  The effects 
will be devastating.  

(new) Item 16. Legislative Platform -- Oppose reducing or eliminating 
COLA for current and retired teachers! 

 

 


