
4/17/15!
Colleagues,!!
I am writing to you today from the IEA Representative Assembly (RA).  The RA is where 
elected representatives do the annual business of the Illinois Education Association, 
including setting policy, objectives, and dues.  We also hear from our state leaders 
about the numerous issues affecting us all like pension changes and PARCC testing.  
What has been discussed over and over these past two days is the need for all of us, as 
educators, to stand together in order to address and combat issues critical to our daily 
work and our profession. !!
The above concept of standing together is also important as it relates to us in our world 
as members of the Hawthorn Education Association (HEA).  I started a conversation 
with our executive board a few months ago on how to go about improving our 
organization in order to maintain its viability.  I am well aware that many members do not 
recognize the importance of our association, and I know that not everyone feels 
supported by the association.  Yet I see what happens in other districts and what has 
happened in other states when educators voices are silenced, and I see that HEA is the 
best way to have a collective voice to protect our rights and advocate for the needs of 
our students. !!
We need to be able to present as a unified front.  I believe that discussion and dissent 
are always welcome and a valuable part of the process.  However, when it divides us 
and pits one group against another, one building against another, one subject area 
against another, one grade level against another, then we are in trouble.  Instead of 
arguing amongst ourselves, we need to keep in mind what are common goals are, like 
providing solid educational experiences for kids, improving our profession, and 
advocating on behalf of our students.!!
On another note, there is currently a vote for TRS trustees taking place, and members 
of IEA need to vote.  Governor Rauner has already dismissed a TRS trustee and would 
like to put his own people on the board.  IEA has two recommended candidates, Andrew 
Hirshman and Cinda Klickna, and I would encourage you to make your voice heard. If 
you are on the TRS email list you may vote by email; if not, you should have a ballot 
mailed to you.   The following website has more information and a link where you can 
log in and vote: http://www.ieanea.org/2015/04/11/support-the-iea-team-for-trs-trustee/!!
As the school year begins to wind down, we will continue to focus on the needs of all 
staff, especially through the work of the committees established during negotiations.  
These committees are an opportunity for your voices to be heard. !!
As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.!!
Sincerely,!!
John Langelund
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